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THE  PUBLIC  SERVICE  COMMISSION 

OF  THE 

COMMONWEALTH  OF  PENNSYLVANIA 


REVISED  GENERAL  ORDER  NO.  18 


RULES  AND  REGULATIONS 

GOVERNING 

MOTOR  VEHICLE 
TRANSPORTATION  COMPANIES 


AHOl'TED  .MARCH  12,  192!) 
EFFECTIVE  APRIL  1,  1929 


HARRISBURG,  PA. 
Reprint  1933 


THE  PUBLIC  SERVICE  COMMISSION 
OF  THE 

COMMONWEALTH  OF  PENNSYLVANIA 


Revised  General  Order  No.  18 


In  re:  Rules  and  Regulations 
Governing  Motor  Vehicle  Transportation  Companies. 


]>Y  THE  Commission; 

By  virtue  of,  and  pursuant  to,  the  authority  vested  in  The 
Public  Service  Commission  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania 
by  the  Public  Service  Company  Law  of  July  26,  1913,  P.  L.  1374, 
and  its  amendments  and  supplements  to  date,  the  “Rules  and 
Regulations  Governing  Motor  Vehicle  Transportation  Companies”, 
attached  to  and  made  part  of  this  order,  to  be  designated  and 
known  as  Revised  General  Order  No,  18,  are  now  found  and  de- 
termined to  be  just  and  reasonable  regulations  of  such  public  serv- 
ice companies,  and,  therefore, 

NOW,  to-wit,  March  12,  1929,  IT  IS  ORDERED:  That  said 
Revised  General  Order  No.  18,  being  “Rules  and  Regulations  Gov- 
erning Motor  Vehicle  Transportation  Companies”  be  and  is  hereby 
adopted  to  become  effective  April  1,  1929. 

IT  IS  FURTHER  ORDERED:  That  the  orders  of  this  Com- 
mission heretofore  adopted  by  it,  and  known  as  General  Order  No. 
18,  adopted  October  21,  1919,  supplement  thereto  adopted  October 
30,  1928,  and  General  Order  No.  24  adopted  February  14,  1922, 
be  and  are  hereby  rescinded  and  cancelled,  effective  April  1,  1929. 

THE  PUBLIC  SERVICE  COMMISSION 
OF  THE 

COMMONWEALTH  OF  PENNSYLVANIA 

Attest: 

Jno.  G.  IIopwood,  (Signed)  AVm.  I).  B.  Ainey, 

Secretary  Chairman 
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RULES  AND  REGULATIONS  GOVERNING 
MOTOR  VEHICLE  TRANSPORTATION  COMPANIES 


Rule  1 

DEFINITIONS 

(Applicable  only  to  these  rules) 

(a)  The  term  “Motor  Vehicle  Transportation  Company” 
means  and  includes  every  corporation  or  person,  their  lessees,  as- 
signs, trustees  or  receivers  appointed  by  any  Court  whatsoever, 
engaged  in  transporting  persons  and  or/  property  by  means  of 
motor  vehicle  or  vehicles  as  a common  carrier  on  over  any  public 
highway  in  this  State. 

(b)  The  term  “Corporation”  means  a corporation,  company, 
association  or  joint  stock  association. 

(c)  The  term  “Person”  means  an  individual,  firm  or  co-part- 
nership. 

(d)  The  term  “Public  Highway”  means  every  way  or  place 
of  whatever  nature  opened  to  the  use  of  thp  public  as  a matter  or 
right  for  purposes  of  vehicular  transportation. 

(e)  The  term  “Motor  Vehicle”  means  any  automobile,  auto 
bus,  motor  bus,  motor  truck  or  motor  propelled  vehicle  not  op- 
erated on  or  over  fixed  rails,  or  any  trailer  drawn  thereby. 

(f)  The  term  “Commission”  means  The  Public  Service  Com- 
mission of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania. 

Rule  2 

CLASSIFICATION 

The  following  classification  of  motor  vehicle  transportation 
companies  is  adopted. 

(a)  Carriers  of  persons. 

(1)  Between  fixed  termini  over  regular  route. 

(2)  Call  or  demand  (taxicab). 

(3)  Groups  or  parties. 

(b)  Carriers  of  property. 

(1)  Between  fixed  termini  over  regular  route. 

(2)  Call  or  demand. 
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Rule  3 

GENERAL  APPLICATION 


These  rules  and  regulations  shall  apply  to  all  motor  vehicle 
transportation  companies  operating  at  the  time  of  their  adoption 
whether  under  a certificate  of  public  convenience  or  by  virtue  of 
being  in  business  prior  to  January  1,  1914,  and  also  to  those  here- 
after issued  a certificate  of  public  convenience;  and  are  subject 
to  such  amendment,  changes,  and  modifications  as  the  Commission 
from  time  to  time  may  deem  advisable  and  to  such  exceptions  in 
individual  cases  as  the  Commission  may  deem  just  and  proper. 

Rule  4 

EQUIPMENT 

(a)  No  motor  vehicle  shall  be  operated  on  or  over  the  high- 
ways of  this  State  by  any  motor  vehicle  transportation  company 
until  the  company  has  received  an  Equipment  Certificate  from 
the  Commission  authorizing  its  use  and  has  complied  with  the 
applicable  provisions  of  the  motor  vehicle  code  of  this  State.  But 
the  Equipment  Certificate  will  not  be  issued  until  the  company 
has  filed  with  the  Commission,  a description  of  each  motor  vehicle 
desired  to  be  operated,  said  description  to  include  name  of  vehicle, 
manufacturer’s  serial  number,  engine  number,  maximum  seating 
capacity,  certificate  of  title  number,  and  if  subject  to  lien  or  en- 
cumbrance, amount  thereof  and  name  of  party  to  whom  lien  or 
encumbrance  is  payable,  and  until  the  company  has  complied  with 
Rule  6 infra. 

(b)  No  addition  or  substitution  to  the  motor  vehicle  au- 
thorized to  be  operated  shall  be  placed  in  service  unless  and  until 
the  Equipment  Certificate  of  the  company  has  been  amended  to 
include  such  additional  or  substituted  vehicle  or  vehicles. 

Rule  5 
MARKING 

Within  thirty  days  after  the  effective  date  of  these  rules 
and  regulations  or  within  fifteen  days  after  certificate  of  public 
convenience  has  been  received,  every  motor  vehicle  transportation 
company  shall  cause  to  be  painted  on  each  side  of  each  motor 
vehicle  named  in  the  Equipment  Certificate  in  letters  not  less  than 
two  (2)  inches  in  height,  and  not  less  than  one-half  (U2)  inch  in 
width,  the  following: 

(1)  Name  of  motor  vehicle  transportation  company. 

(2)  The  words  “passenger  motor  carrier”  or  “freight  motor 

carrier”  as  the  case  may  be. 

(3)  Pa.  P.  S.  C.  Certificate  No. 
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Provided,  however,  that  motor  vehicles  used  in  call  or  demand 
(taxi  service)  having  seating  capacity  of  seven  or  less  in  lieu  of 
the  above  may  be  identified  by  securely  attaching  both  in  front 
and  in  rear  of  the  vehicle  in  such  manner  as  to  be  conspicuously 
displayed  at  all  times,  a metal  plate  size  4 x 12  inches  carrying 
only  the  certificate  number  as  per  above,  painted  in  black  letters 
on  white  back  ground.  All  markings  shall  be  completely  removed 
from  all  vehicles  when  permanently  withdrawn  from  service. 

Rule  6 

PUBLIC  LIABILITY 

Every  motor  vehicle  transportation  company  shall  provide 
adequate  protection  to  cover  its  legal  liability  for  personal  injury 
to  or  death  of  any  individual,  or  loss  of,  or  damage  to  the  baggage 
of  passengers  or  property  of  shippers,  and  the  destruction  of  or 
damage  to  property  of  others  and  shall  submit  to  the  Commis- 
sion for  approval  the  form  or  manner  it  has  adopted  to  provide 
the  said  protection. 


Rule  7 

TIME  AND  RATE  SCHEDULES 

All  motor  vehicle  transportation  companies  shall  file,  post 
and  publish  a tariff  showing  their  rates,  fares,  charges,  rules  and 
regulations  in  accordance  with  and  subject  to  the  tariff  pro- 
visions of  The  Public  Service  Company  Law  and  the  tariff  rules 
and  regulations  of  the  Commission.  At  least  one  copy  of  the 
tariff  schedule  shall  be  posted  in  a conspicuous  place  easily  acces- 
sible for  public  inspection  in  every  waiting  room  or  station  of  the 
company  and  a copy  shall  be  in  the  possession  of  each  driver  or 
operator.  A notice  shall  be  posted  in  every  motor  vehicle  operated 
which  shall  read  as  follows: 

The  operator  of  this  motor  vehicle  carries  a copy  of  the  rates, 
fares,  and  charges  which  may  be  lawfully  collected  and 
which  will  be  shown  upon  request. 

(Name  of  Motor'  Vehicle  Transportation  Company) 

All  motor  vehicle  transportation  companies  operating  over  a 
regular  route  between  fixed  termini  shall  file  two  (2)  copies  of 
the  time  schedule  showing  the  territory,  stations,  distances,  times 
of  arrival  and  departure,  subject  to  the  same  requirements  with 
respect  to  posting  in  waiting  rooms  or  stations  as  above  required 
for  tariff  schedules. 
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Rule  8 

ACCIDENT  REPORTS 

Each  and  every  motor  vehicle  transportation  company  shall 
report  on  form  prescribed  by  the  Commission  all  accidents  arising 
from  or  in  connection  with  the  operation  of  its  motor  vehicles 
which  result  in  injury  to  or  death  of  persons  or  damage  to 
property. 

Rule  9 

ACCOUNTS  AND  REPORTS 

Every  motor  vehicle  transportation  company  shall  keep  its 
books  and  accounts  in  accordance  with  the  uniform  system  pre- 
scribed by  the  Commission  and  shall  file  annual  reports  on  forms 
furnished  and  in  manner  prescribed  and  file  such  other  reports, 
monthly  or  otherwise,  as  the  Commission  may  from  time  to  time 
order  and  direct. 

Rule  10 
CROSSINGS 

Every  motor  vehicle  transportation  company  is  required  to 
stop  each  and  every  motor  vehicle  operated  before  crossing  at 
grade  the  tracks  of  any  steam  railroad  or  electric  interurban  rail- 
way. Such  stops  to  be  made  not  more  than  seventj^-five  (75)  feet 
from  the  nearest  rail  of  the  crossing  and  at  points  where  the 
clearest  view  of  approaching  trains  or  cars  can  be  had.  After 
making  stops  as  required  the  driver  or  operator  of  the  motor  ve- 
hicle shall  carefully  look  in  each  direction  for  approaching  trains, 
engines  or  cars  and  shall  not  start  his  motor  vehicle  until  it  has 
been  ascertained  that  no  trains,  engines  or  cars  are  approaching 
the  crossing  from  either  direction.  Provided  that  this  rule  shall 
not  apply  within  cities  and  boroughs  of  the  Commonwealth  with 
regard  to  opei’ation  over  the  tracks  of  electric  street  railways  and 
provided  further  that  failure  to  observe  this  rule  may  be  consid- 
ered by  the  Commission  sufficient  ground  to  revoke  the  certificate 
of  public  convenience  issued  and  to  impose  such  penalties  as  may 
be  authorized  under  the  provisions  of  the  Public  Service  Company 
Law. 

Rule  11 
SERVICE 

Every  motor  vehicle  transportation  company  shall  within 
thirty  days  from  the  date  of  receipt  of  certificate  of  public  con- 
venience and  Equipment  Certificate  begin  operating  and  furnish- 
ing service  or  forfeit  rights  granted.  Interruption  of  service  con- 
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tinued  for  more  than  twenty-four  hours  shall  be  reported  to  the 
Commission  with  statement  of  cause  of  interruption  and  its  prob- 
able duration. 

Suspension  of  service  for  a period  of  five  (5)  consecutive  days 
without  notice  to  or  approval  by  the  Commission  shall  be  deemed 
sufficient  cause  for  revocation  or  cancellation  of  the  rights  of  the 
company,  provided,  however,  that  no  order  of  revocation  shall 
issue  until  the  company  has  been  afforded  a hearing  on  rule  to 
revoke  the  rights  of  the  company. 

No  motor  vehicle  transportation  company  shall  permanently 
abandon  operation  without  first  making  application  to  the  Com- 
mission for  permission  so  to  do  and  receiving  an  order  permitting 
such  discontinuance  and  abandonment. 

Rule  12 

CERTIFICATE  OF  PUBLIC  CONVENIENCE 

(a)  Application  by  a proposed  motor  vehicle  transportation 
company  for  a certificate  of  public  convenience  shall  be  made  to 
the  Commission  upon  the  form  prescribed  for  the  specific  class  of 
service  and  which  will  be  furnished  upon  request.  When  the  ap- 
plication is  received,  accompanied  by  a filing*  fee  of  five  dollars,  it 
will  be  docketed  and  the  time  and  place  of  hearing  will  be  ap- 
pointed. The  applicant  will  be  officially  notified  of  the  hearing 
and  given  specific  directions  and  requirements  with  regard  to 
newspaper  publication  and  service  upon  interested  parties.  Fail- 
ure to  comply  with  the  requirement  preliminary  to  date  of  hear- 
ing may  result  in  the  cancellation  of  the  hearing. 

(b)  Any  railroad  company,  street  railway  company,  motor 
vehicle  transportation  company,  rnunicipality  or  other  interested 
party  upon  whom  copy  of  the  application  with  notice  of  hearing 
has  been  served  and  desiring  to  protest  the  granting  of  the  appli- 
cation shall  file  with  the  Commission  and  serve  upon  the  appli- 
cant or  his  attorney,  a written  protest  or  answer  at  least  three  (3) 
days  prior  to  the  hearing.  Provided,  however,  failure  to  file 
protest  shall  not  bar  any  party  whose  interest  may  be  adversely 
affected  from  appearing  and  presenting  protest  at  the  time  and 
place  of  hearing,  but  such  failure  may  be  held  sufficient  i^eason 
for  continuing  the  hearing. 

(c)  In  the  event  that  a scheduled  hearing  is  postponed  for 
any  reason  prior  to  the  date  thereof,  notice  of  such  postpone- 
ment and  of  the  date  of  the  continued  hearing,  when  determined, 
shall  be  given  by  the  applicant  in  the  same  manner  as  required 
for  the  original  hearing,  said  notice  to  include  readvertisement  if 
ordered  by  the  Commission. 
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In  the  event  that  any  hearing  is  continued  at  the  time  the 
application  is  listed  and  called  for  hearing,  the  applicant  shall 
notify  only  the  parties  who  have  entered  their  appearances,  of 
the  time  and  place  of  further  hearing,  when  determined. 

In  the  event  that  a hearing  has  not  been  concluded  and  fur- 
ther hearing  is  to  be  fixed,  the  applicant  shall  notify  only  those 
parties  who  have  entered  their  appearances,  of  the  date  of  such 
further  hearing,  when  detennined;  but  such  notice  need  not  be 
given  when  a date  for  further  hearing  has  been  determined  and 
fixed  at  the  time  of  the  non-concluded  hearing. 

(d)  Certificate  of  public  convenience  approving  applications 
by  motor  vehicle  transportation  company  will  be  issued  subject 
to  these  rules  and  regulations  and  such  other  limitations  and 
conditions  as  the  Commission  deems  just  and  proper. 

The  certificate  issued  on  the  first  or  original  application  will 
be  limited  to  a period  of  two  (2)  years  or  less,  subject  to  the  right 
to  apply  for  renewal. 

(e)  Application  for  renewal  of  certificate  of  public  con- 
venience shall  be  made  to  the  Commission  upon  the  form  pre- 
scribed and  furnished  by  it.  When  the  renewal  application  with 
filing  fee  is  received,  it  will  be  docketed  to  the  same  number  as 
the  original  application.  The  applicant  will  be  furnished  with  a 
questionnaire  and  advised  date  of  return  thereof  and  time  and 
place  when  the  renewal  application  will  be  considered  by  the 
Commission.  The  applicant  will  also  be  required  to  serve  copy 
of  the  renewal  application  and  return  to  questionnaire  upon  such 
parties  as  the  Commission  shall  direct.  If  no  protest  is  filed  the 
Commission  will  determine  the  matter  on  the  application  and  re- 
turn to  questionnaire  but  in  no  case  shall  the  renewal  application 
be  refused  without  affording  the  applicant  an  opportunity  to  be 
heard.  If  protest  is  filed  or  the  return  to  questionnaire  is  unsatis- 
factory, a time  and  place  of  hearing  will  be  appointed. 

Applications  for  renewal  where  the  certificate  holder  has  been 
operating  for  four  (4)  years  or  more  will  be  renewed  for  further 
period  of  five  (5)  years  unless  in  the  opinion  of  the  Commission 
the  facts  do  not  warrant  a renewal  for  such  period  of  time. 

(f)  No  certificate  of  public  convenience  or  rights  thereunder 
shall  be  sold,  leased  or  transferred  by  act  or  deed  or  by  operation 
of  law,  unless  the  approval  of  the  Commission  is  first  had  and 
obtained. 

Application  for  sale,  assignment,  lease  or  transfer  of  a cer- 
tificate of  public  convenience  shall  be  made  to  the  Commission 
upon  the  form  prescribed  and  furnished  by  the  Commission.  The 
applicant  upon  filing  of  the  application  with  filing  fee  will  be  re- 
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quired  to  comply  with  the  same  procedure  as  to  hearing,  news- 
paper publication,  services,  etc.,  as  required  on  an  original 
application. 

When  a certificate  holder  (an  individual)  dies,  and  the  appli- 
cation for  assignment  is  to  transfer  the  rights  granted  under  the 
certificate  to  his  legal  representative,  or  where  the  certificate 
holder  is  a copartnership  and  the  application  for  assignment  is  in 
effect  to  change  one  of  the  partners,  the  Commission  may  dispose 
of  the  application  without  hearing. 

(g)  Motor  vehicle  transportation  companies  operating  over 
two  or  more  routes  under  certificates  of  public  convenience  ap- 
proving separately  each  route  shall  not  consolidate  the  routes  or 
any  two  of  them,  thereby  furnishing  through  service  without 
change  of  bus,  unless  and  until  the  approval  of  the  Commission  is 
had  and  obtained. 


Rule  13 

OPERATING  AGREEMENT 

No  motor  vehicle  transportation  company  shall  by  operating 
agreement  or  otherwise  transfer  to  any  corporation  or  person  the 
rendition  and  furnishing  of  service  or  any  part  thereof  which  it  is 
legally  obligated  and  required  to  render  and  furnish,  unless  such 
transfer  and  agreement  is  approved  by  the  Commission. 

Rule  14 

(As  revised  June  2,  1931) 

INTERSTATE 

Motor  vehicle  transportation  companies  operating  exclusively 
in  interstate  commerce  are  not  subject  to  the  rules  and  regula- 
tions contained  in  this  General  Order,  but  such  companies  may 
register  their  operation  with  the  Commission  provided  they  com- 
ply with  Rule  6 of  this  General  Order  relating  to  public  liability. 
Motor  vehicle  transportation  companies  engaged  in  both  inter- 
state and  intrastate  operation  in  Pennsylvania  are  not  required 
to  secure  approval  of  the  Commission  to  the  interstate  operation 
but  must  comply  with  the  regulations  of  the  Commission  in  all 
other  respects. 

Rule  15 

FAILURE  TO  COMPLY  WITH  RULES 

All  motor  vehicle  transportation  companies  are  required  to 
comply  with  each  and  every  applicable  provision  of  the  Public 
Service  Company  Law  not  specifically  referred  to  in  these  rules. 
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Failure  of  any  motor  vehicle  transportation  company  to  com- 
ply with  these  rules  and  regulations,  terms  and  conditions  of 
certificates  of  public  convenience  and  each  and  every  State  and 
Municipal  law,  ordinance,  franchise  or  regulation  governing  op- 
eration of  motor  vehicles  shall  be  sufficient  cause  to  suspend  the 
right  and  privilege  of  the  company,  and  to  proceed  according  to 
law  to  revoke  and  rescind  said  rights  and  privileges. 
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